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AGENCY:  Office of the Secretary, DOT.  

 

ACTION:  Unified Agenda of Federal Regulatory and Deregulatory Actions (Regulatory Agenda).  

 

SUMMARY:  The Regulatory Agenda is a semiannual summary of all current and projected rulemakings, 

reviews of existing regulations, and completed actions of the Department of Transportation. The Agenda 

provides the public information about the Department of Transportation’s planned regulatory activity for 



the next 12 months.  This information enables the public to participate in the Department’s regulatory 

process.  The public is encouraged to submit comments on any aspect of this Agenda. 

 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:  

 

General 

 

Please direct all general comments and inquiries on the Agenda to Daniel Cohen, Assistant General 

Counsel for Regulation, Office of the General Counsel, Department of Transportation, 1200 New Jersey 

Avenue SE, Washington, DC 20590; (202) 366-4702.  

 

Specific 

 

Please direct all comments and inquiries relative to specific items in the Agenda to the individual listed for 

the regulation or the general rulemaking contact person for the operating administration in Appendix B.     
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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:  

 

Background 

The U.S. Department of Transportation (Department or DOT) issues regulations to ensure that the 

United States transportation system is safe, efficient, and inclusive, and to address urgent challenges 

facing both the transportation system and the Nation, including, the creation of good jobs, equity, 

consumer protection, and climate change.  These challenges are addressed, in part, by encouraging 

innovation among all the transportation modes.  And such innovation, in turn, leads to a need for 

Departmental regulations that keep pace with technological developments and approaches that reflect 

DOT’s top priorities. 

  To achieve these goals and priorities in accordance with Executive Order 12866, “Regulatory 

Planning and Review,” (58 FR 51735; Oct. 4, 1993), the Department prepares a semiannual Agenda. The 

Agenda summarizes all current and projected rulemakings, reviews of existing regulations, and 

completed actions of the Department. These are matters on which action has begun or is projected to 

begin during the next 12 months or for which action has been completed since the publication of the last 

Agenda in the fall of 2021. 

Earlier this year, the Department issued the National Roadway Safety Strategy, which outlines the 

Department’s comprehensive plan to significantly reduce serious injuries and deaths on our Nation’s 

highways, roads, and streets. This is the first step in the ambitious long-term goal of reaching zero 

roadway fatalities.  The Department is currently working on a number of rulemakings to help achieve this 

goal.  For example, NHTSA is working to facilitate the deployment of new technology, such as automatic 

emergency braking systems, in certain vehicles to improve the safety of our Nation’s roads. 

The Department is also moving to rapidly implement the provisions of the Bipartisan Infrastructure 

Law (BIL).
1
  For example, FHWA is currently working on a BIL-required rulemaking to establish minimum 

standards and requirements for the implementation of a program that will result in a national network of 

500,000 electric vehicle charging stations by 2030.  Further, FTA is working on a rulemaking, prescribed 

                                                 
1
 Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, Pub. L. 117-58 (2021). 



by BIL, that would require recipients of certain FTA funds serving large, urbanized areas to add a risk 

reduction program to their agency safety plans.     

In response to Executive Orders 13990 and 14037, which direct the Department to consider vehicle 

emissions as a means of addressing climate change, the Department is working on rulemakings such as 

a NHTSA rule to limit emissions from trucks and heavy-duty vehicles.  This rulemaking is in addition to 

other recently-completed NHTSA rules that, in aggregate, establish more stringent vehicle emission limits.  

Similarly, PHMSA is preparing to enhance requirements for detecting and repairing leaks on new and 

existing natural gas distribution, gas transmission, and gas gathering pipelines. 

The Department is also developing rules increasing access to our transportation system for 

individuals with disabilities and thereby advancing equity in transportation.  For example, OST is working 

on regulations that would make it easier for individuals with disabilities to use the lavatory in an aircraft 

during flight.  In addition, OST is also developing a rulemaking to enhance the safety of air travel for 

individuals who use wheelchairs and rely on the physical assistance of airline personnel or contractors. 

In response to Executive Order 14036, which requires the Department to promote competition and 

increase airline transparency, OST is working on several consumer protection regulations, such as a rule 

that would amend DOT's aviation consumer protection program to ensure that, at the time of ticket 

purchase, consumers have ancillary fee information, including baggage and change fees. 

 

Explanation of Information in the Agenda 

An Office of Management and Budget memorandum, dated March 3, 2022, establishes the format for 

this Agenda.  

      First, the Agenda is divided by initiating office. Then, the Agenda is divided into five categories: (1) 

prerule stage; (2) proposed rule stage; (3) final rule stage; (4) long-term actions; and (5) completed 

actions.  For each entry, the Agenda provides the following information: (1) its “significance”; (2) a short, 

descriptive title; (3) its legal basis; (4) the related regulatory citation in the Code of Federal Regulations; 

(5) any legal deadline and, if so, for what action (e.g., NPRM, final rule); (6) an abstract; (7) a timetable, 

including the earliest expected date for when a rulemaking document may publish; (8) whether the 

rulemaking will affect small entities and/or levels of Government and, if so, which categories; (9) whether 



a Regulatory Flexibility Act (RFA) analysis is required (for rules that would have a significant economic 

impact on a substantial number of small entities); (10) a listing of any analyses an office will prepare or 

has prepared for the action (with minor exceptions, DOT requires an economic analysis for all its 

rulemakings); (11) an agency contact office or official who can provide further information; (12) a 

Regulation Identifier Number (RIN) assigned to identify an individual rulemaking in the Agenda and 

facilitate tracing further action on the issue; (13) whether the action is subject to the Unfunded Mandates 

Reform Act; (14) whether the action is subject to the Energy Act; and (15) whether the action is major 

under the congressional review provisions of the Small Business Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act.   

     To keep the operational requirements, current for nonsignificant regulations issued routinely and 

frequently as a part of an established body of technical requirements (such as the Federal Aviation 

Administration’s Airspace Rules), we only include the general category of the regulations, the identity of a 

contact office or official, and an indication of the expected number of regulations; we do not list individual 

regulations. 

     In the “Timetable” column, we use abbreviations to indicate the documents being considered. ANPRM 

stands for Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, SNPRM for Supplemental Notice of Proposed 

Rulemaking, and NPRM for Notice of Proposed Rulemaking. Listing a future date in this column does not 

mean we have decided to issue a document; it is the earliest date on which a rulemaking document may 

publish.  In addition, these dates are based on current schedules. Information received after the issuance 

of this Agenda could result in a decision not to take regulatory action or in changes to proposed 

publication dates. For example, the need for further evaluation could result in a later publication date; 

evidence of a greater need for the regulation could result in an earlier publication date. 

   Finally, a dot (●) preceding an entry indicates that the entry appears in the Agenda for the first time. 

      The Internet is the basic means for disseminating the Unified Agenda. The complete Unified Agenda 

is available online at www.reginfo.gov in a format that offers users a greatly enhanced ability to obtain 

information from the Agenda database. However, a portion of the Agenda is published in the Federal 

Register because the Regulatory Flexibility Act (5 U.S.C. 602) mandates publication for the regulatory 

flexibility agenda.   

Accordingly, DOT’s printed Agenda entries include only:  



1. The agency’s Agenda preamble. 

2. Rules that are in the agency’s regulatory flexibility agenda, in accordance with the Regulatory 

Flexibility Act, because they are likely to have a significant economic impact on a substantial number of 

small entities; and 

3. Any rules that the agency has identified for periodic review under section 610 of the Regulatory 

Flexibility Act. 

     Printing of these entries is limited to fields that contain information required by the Regulatory 

Flexibility Act’s Agenda requirements. These elements are: Sequence Number; Title; Section 610 

Review, if applicable; Legal Authority; Abstract; Timetable; Regulatory Flexibility Analysis Required; 

Agency Contact; and Regulation Identifier Number (RIN).  Additional information (for detailed list, see 

section heading “Explanation of Information on the Agenda”) on these entries is available in the Unified 

Agenda published on the Internet. 

Request for Comments  

 

General  

 

DOT’s Agenda is intended primarily for the use of the public.  Since its inception, the Department has 

made modifications and refinements that provide the public with more helpful information, as well as 

making the Agenda easier to use. We would like you, the public, to make suggestions or comments on 

how the Agenda could be further improved.  

Regulatory Flexibility Act  

 

The Department is interested in obtaining information on requirements that have a “significant 

economic impact on a substantial number of small entities” and, therefore, must be reviewed under the 

Regulatory Flexibility Act.  If you have any suggested regulations, please submit them to the Department, 

along with your explanation of why they should be reviewed. 



     In accordance with the Regulatory Flexibility Act, comments are specifically invited on regulations that 

we have targeted for review under section 610 of the Act.  The phrase (sec. 610 Review) appears at the 

end of the title for these reviews.  Please see appendix D for the Department’s section 610 review plans. 

 

Consultation with State, Local, and Tribal Governments 

 

Executive Orders 13132 and 13175 require the Department to develop a process to ensure 

“meaningful and timely input” by State, local, and Tribal officials in the development of regulatory policies 

that have federalism or tribal implications. These policies are defined in the Executive orders to include 

regulations that have “substantial direct effects” on States or Indian Tribes, on the relationship between 

the Federal Government and them, or on the distribution of power and responsibilities between the 

Federal Government and various levels of Government or Indian tribes.  Therefore, we encourage State 

and local Governments or Indian Tribes to provide us with information about how the Department’s 

rulemakings impact them. 

 

Purpose 

 

The Department is publishing this regulatory Agenda in the Federal Register to share with interested 

members of the public the Department’s preliminary expectations regarding its future regulatory actions. 

This should enable the public to be more aware of the Department’s regulatory activity and should result 

in more effective public participation. This publication in the Federal Register does not impose any 

binding obligation on the Department or any of the offices within the Department about any specific item 

on the Agenda. Regulatory action, in addition to the items listed, is not precluded. 

 

Dated: June 9, 2022. 

NAME:  Peter Paul Montgomery Buttigieg, 

Secretary of Transportation. 

 


